Recent studies indicate the presence of a gender-by-category interaction in the naming abilities of both Alzheimer's patients and normal subjects (Laiacona, Barbarotto and Capitani, 1998; McKenna and Parry, 1994). In particular, males appear to be better than females at naming nonliving things and females better at naming living things. Similarly, in a recent study of semantic fluency, males retrieved more names of tools than females and females more names of fruit than males (Capitani, Laiacona and Barbarotto, 1999). Such findings have important implications for our understanding of category-specific disorders. The current study examined the naming latencies of normal subjects to pictures of living and nonliving things. We confirm a gender-by category interaction across both subject and item, with females being slower than males to name nonliving things and males slower to name living things. This finding could not be explained by differential difficulty of items or differences in gender-based familiarity ratings.
INTRODUCTION
That some brain-injured patients show greater difficulty recognising and naming items from certain semantic categories is now well-documented. The majority of cases describe patients who have impaired recognition of 'biological' or living things such as animals, fruit and vegetables, although the reverse dissociation, i.e. worse recognition of nonliving items, has been documented in a few cases (for a review, see Caramazza, 1998) .
In this context, it is intriguing that two studies of picture naming have reported genderby-category interactions in Alzheimer's patients and normal subjects (Laiacona, Barbarotto and Capitani, 1998; McKenna and Parry, 1994) -documenting that males are generally better than females at naming nonliving things and females better at naming living things. Similarly, a recent study using the semantic fluency paradigm has found that males are better at retrieving the names of tools and females the names of fruit (Capitani, Laiacona and Barbarotto, 1999) . Since the reported gender differences accord with gender-stereotyped notions, one possibility is that this phenomenon reflects gender-related differences in familiarity (see Laiacona et al., 1998) . Hence, gender differences in category naming offer potentially critical insights into the organising factors of lexical-semantics and therefore, the disordered processes that support category-specific deficits. Moreover, given the unexpected nature of this finding, it is also important to confirm whether this phenomenon occurs in different paradigms, using different stimuli and different measures. To examine this issue further, the current study measured reaction times in male and female normal subjects when naming pictures of living and nonliving things. Finally, we examined whether any gender naming differences were related to gender differences in familiarity with the visual appearance of the items.
